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WTF fun fact #1048

Astronauts in space need to sleep near
fans so that when they exhale, there
iIsn't a CO2 cloud in front of their face
causmg them to potentlally suﬂ‘ocate
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Human saliva contains a painkiller
called Opiophin that is roughly 6
times more powerful than
morphine.

HUMAN SALIV
AS A PAINKILLER
witffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #0324
Your tooth enamel 1s harder than a lobster's
shell or a rhino's horn. It's even harder
than steel. It's made of mineralized calcium
phosphate, which is the hardest substance
a living being can produce.
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A recent study on plastic pollution found
the average person consumes 50,000
particles of microplastic a year and
breathes in roughly the same amount.
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Americans are dvé’r 20 times
more likely to be killed by a cow
han by a shark, bear, or alligator.

Deadhest Annnmals ln An)erlca

sed Dy each year, 2001-2013
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Studies show that about 85% of people
only breathe out of one of their nostrils
at a time. There Is a nasal cycle which
rotates between the two every ~4 hours.
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WTF fun faof #0400

cells (~39 tnlhon mlcroblal cells) than human

cells (~30 trillion cells) in our bodies. Even as

many as 40 of our human genes are thought
to be bactenal in ongln
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Sport Utility Vehicles or SUVs, with their
higher front-end profile, are at least twice as
likely as cars to kill pedestrians; higher SUV

sales have led to huge increase in pedestrian
fatalities in the US during the past decade.
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WTF fun fact #0571l

Studies have shown that removing lead from gasoline is
one of the factors that lead to the drop in the violent
crime rate in America in the 1990s. Individuals exposed
to lead at young ages have numerous conditions and
problems with impulse control, all of which may
negatively impact decision making and lead to a life of
violent crime as they reach adulthood.
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In a new study, researchers found that
the human nose has roughly 400 scent
receptors that can detect at least 1
trillion different odors, far more than the
10,000 previously thought.
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Sandwiches taste better when someone else
makes them because when you make your
own, you anticipate its taste and become
less hungry for it.
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An ancient Persian poet recorded the fable of a King who
challenged wise men to make him a ring that would make him
both happy when he was sad and sad when he was happy.
They succeeded by giving him a ring etched with the phrase

_ "“This Too Shall Pass."
(Persian: 2% js o, Arabic: as ¢ o5 Y)
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W|Id||fe trafﬁcklng worth an ectlmated $10 billion a
year, is thought to be the third most valuable illicit
commerce after drugs and weapons. Birds are the
most common contraband with anywhere from two
million to five million wild birds smuggled yearly.
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There is an eétimated 9% of
the population that has never
experienced a headache.
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In 1960 Col. Joseph Iﬁttlnger set the then
world record for the highest skydive at just over
19 miles. During free fall, he reached a speed of

614 mph, nearly the speed of sound. His
record was finally broken by his mentee in 2012
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The beautiful Yunhe rice terraced fields in
Zhejiang province are the largest terraced
fields in Eastern China. They are situated at
an altitude between 200 to 1,400 meters and

have been feeding locals for over 1000 years.
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Tigers are orange in color because their
main prey, deer, see them as green. Deer
are only capable of seeing blue and green
light, which makes them color-blind to red.
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WTF fun fact #b
The tongue map that shows parts of the
tongue responsible for different aspects
of taste is the result of a mistranslation

from a German paper and is not true
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WTF fun fact #6580

75% of all tornadoes happen within
the United States
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he wingless midge (or small fly)
Belgica Antarctica is the largest
land animal permanently living in
- tarctlca Is only 24 Inches long.
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Mantis shrimps' eyes are more
evolved than those of humans: they
have four times as many color
receptors and can see UV, visible,
and polarized light.
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The US has roughly 100,000 patients
waiting for a kidney transplant and yet over
2,000 kidneys are discarded each year,
1/5th of them because a recipient couldn't
be found.
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WTF fun fact #0619

In 1999, Philip Mormis attempted to convince the
Czech Republic that smoking was highly
beneficial to the country, as more people would
_die earlier, saving the government tens of
millions on pensions, hospitals, and housing for
elderly citizens.
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15% of the Earth’s population,
an estimated 4 billion people,
have no address for mailing
purposes
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Estadio Milton Corréa, or Zerao, is a
multi-purpose stadium in Northern Brazil
situated near the equator or zero degrees
latitude and thus has one end in the Northern
hemisphere and the other in the Southern.
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WTF fun fact #0619

There are more than 7500 tomato varieties
grown around the world. Over 175 million
tonnes are produced globally each year with
China producing the most of any country at
~32°/o of total woﬂdWIde tomatoes grown.
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WTF fun fact #1055

Japan has installed special
concrete tunnels under some of
their train tracks to allow for turtles

cks.
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In 2014, some 4,000 black taxi cab
drivers brought parts of London to a
standstill, protesting against Uber.
Ironically, this led to an 850% increase
In downloads of Uber on the day.
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Incredibly, recycling just one ton of
paper saves 3.3 cubic yards of landfill
space, 17 mature trees, 682.5 gallons

of 0|Irapd 7000 gallons of water
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Mankind has probed nearly 14
billion miles outward from Earth via
Voyager |, but has only drilled 7.5
miles into Earth itself.
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In 19589, USPS delivery of mail by rocket took
place for the first and last time. The USS Barbero,

a submarine, fired an unarmed cruise missile
carrying ~3,000 pieces of mail as its payload. It
took 22 minutes to arrive to Naval Auxiliary Air

State in Ma

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

The Honorable James 4, Farley
515 Madison Avenue
New York City, N, Y.
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“There are no bricges over he

Amazon river despite it being the
second longest river in the world.
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The world record for the longest time between the
birth of two twins is 87 days. The first of the Elliott
twins was born 4 months early while her sister
remained in the womb for another ~3 months.
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Apples are more efficient at waking you up in
the morning than caffeine.
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WTF fun fact #0620

According to scientists from the
Defense Advanced Research
Laboratory (DARPA), bees or buzzing
Insects can be trained to detect
bombs.
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Camels can drlnk 30 gallons of
water in just 13 minutes. The
water is stored in the camel's

bloodstream and not in its
energy-rich fatty hump.
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One dung beetle can drag things
that weigh ~1,141 times its own
weight. That would be like an
average human pulling six
double-decker buses!
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New research shows ants manage large
Infrastructure projects without wasting any
energy on coordination or communication
between ants. Each ant works alone and
solves problems by themselves.
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WTF fun fact #1061

People who laugh more are better able
to tolerate pain - both physical and
emotional. Additionally, laughing
together with others is more effective
than laughing alone.
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In space, the zero gravity causes all your

bodily fluids to move towards your head.

This can often cause a headache which
~can best be alleviated by urinating.
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WTF fun fact #4419

In Finland, speeding tickes are calculated on a
percentage of a person's income. This causes some
Finnish millionaires to face fines of over $100,000.
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The Norway national soccer team is the only
national team that has never lost a match
against Brazil. Moreover, Norway has won
two matches against Brazil and tied two.
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In the Chinese city of Chongqing,
cell phone addicts have their own
S|dewalk Iane

"-"m :
w kg &/."

b ST --nwtffunfact com
altwC~ YAzl avvuwa biliced 8 %z

) ¢ Av

51

Ci w-
aceE



An Iraqgi informant single-handedly provided enough testimony

about WMD's between 1999-2001 to help justify the war in Iraq

(2003-2011). An investigation in 2005 found he was crazy, out

of control, a congenital liar, and an alcoholic. He later admitted
he made it all up to be granted asylum.

|

| i wtffunfact.com
uCz %! 1 ¢v3awyY CbhbuUu« YwoEI -

HwmA1I ol Cz$ ¢ v Y ACHYMuEpthde o\
Ai ©ouEn nip WAl Y% @ Cé” £ HEn m¥at
wa°pz yv )¢Av 0671 6v Az ! Wact
GwCz Ry ¥%: Az v¥% ydowOu UéEv
) ¢Av a

52



WTF fun fact #I01»

YL Y%yl EHai wzodd AAAL U0 &



The Peregrine Falcon hunts by diving at
230+ mph straight down, and killing its prey
on impact with a balled foot. It kills other
birds with a literal falcon punch.
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"King" in a snake's name means that
it preys on other snakes.
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Paale.

(010
Latin and means 'someone with
whom you share bread'
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Kit Kats are made of Kit Kats. The manufacturers leave no Kit Kat
uneaten, so every reject is mashed into a paste that's used to fill
the wafers. Because every imperfect Kit Kat was already filled
with other imperfect Kit Kats, and some of the Kit Kats they’li fill
will also be rejected, every time you eat a Kit Kat, you're basically
eating layers of Kit Kats within Kit Kats within Kit Kats.

ShTamptei. W
v -. . 3 v
;\s-“_, e ‘{ﬁ Hﬁ' -

A . ¥, I - S
SO amie 25 S S
f‘:_;}?.h)'\p-ql_‘.';b‘.. "
.- - .

o T ,;',,—*.r‘.i’,
- PR e

e o IR ~';ff’ ol
R

. M wiffunfact.com
®Ca | jETE U0Uév Gwhi°y ¢ wA ) oy
AR® v% a°E UA«¥%U §y a°Ey Ax
YO ppi at! weelAw wa PREILIRYC W L GL

) ) )

57



As China's economy and average income
skyrocket, the levels of personal happiness and
personal satisfaction are dropping at about the

same rate.
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WTF fun fact #3101
Stephen Hawking is 73 years old and
has outlived his life expectancy due to

ALS by over 50 years.

7 /W\ SR

N
| NN

a 54 ¢YWviizk YCECOOYV 1 Y%Az
¢¥wuCz Az Ewzv ¢v A~ Cioy
) o ywu aly pnACyw EBwa W

59



WTF fun fact #TH2b

Tigers can, and will, take revenge on those
who have wronged them. They are one of the
most vengeful animals on the planet.
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WTF tun tact #71%b
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A campfire is significantly worse for your health than
a cigarette, and some studies have shown that there
may be 30x the amount of carcinogens in
woodsmoke than tobacco smoke.
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WTF fun fact #%%

Women are tens times better at
reading a person's emotions than
men.
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WTF fun foct #b4H

The sloppy handwriting of doctors kills more
than 7,000 people annually. Preventable

medication mistakes also injure more than
1.5 million Americans annually!

Hey doc,
how are you?
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When switching languages, multilingual
people also switch their personalities
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George Washington allegedly said before his death that

he "would never set foot on English soil again,” so when

they erected a statue of him in London, they put US soil
under the statue to honor that claim
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WTF fun fact #3TIT

Researchers estimate that two-thirds of

humans have no idea what they're good at
or what their strengths are.

What’s Your

reatest
trength?
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Transparent balcony on the 103rd
floor of the Sears Tower in Chlcago
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Killer bees ére not natural and were created by
scientists trying to increase honey production.
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WTF fun fact #0678

If you were on the moon, the Earth
wouldn't actually move in the sky. It
would appear to wobble a little
because the moon is elliptical but it
would never "rise" or "set".
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WTF fun fact #1143

UK charity parachute | jumpers injure
themselves so frequently that, for every £1
they raise for charity, they cost the public
health system £13. 75.
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Socrates was very worried that the increasing use of books in

education would have the effect of ruining students' ability to

memorise things. We only remember this now because Plato
wrote it down.
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WTF fun fact #8520

The same apple tree from which an apple fell and supposedly
hit Isaac Newton, inspiring his theory of gravity, is still growing
at his family home over 350 years later
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Astronomers say that in 2022 there will be a
supernova you can see with the naked eye.
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During the Islamic Golden Age scientists were paid
the equivalent of what pro athletes are paid today.
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WTF fun fact #Hbh?%

The USSR had a televised song contest. Since few people
had phones, viewers would tumn their house lights ON if they
liked a certain song (OFF if they didn’t). The state energy co.
recorded the size of each power spike & reported the results

to the station to determine points for each contestant.
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 fact #8041

There is no state in the U.S. where a 40-houir,
minimum wage work week is enough to afford
a two-bedroom apartment.
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WTF fun foct #7420

Queen Ants can live over 30 years, making
them one of the longest living insects.
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WTF fun fact #6314
In China, killing a Panda is
~ punishable by death.
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Cincinnati, Ohio has a subway system

over 2 miles in length that was built in
the early 1900's but never used and

~has been left abandoned ever since.
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There are only six full-time skywriters,
those who use aircraft to expel special
smoke during flight in patterns that
create readable words from the ground,
left in the world.
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WTF fun fact #0711

Researchers from the University of
Washington found that when the
moon Is directly overhead, it's
gravitational pull on the clouds
results in less rain.
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WTF fun fact #[204
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Crickets are 65%-70% protein whereas
beef is 17%-40% protein
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The most densely populated area to ever exist on earth was
a largely self-governed, crime-infested block in Hong Kong.
Called Kowloon Walled City, it had a population density of
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WTF fn foct #2541
There are approximately three million

shipwrecks on the ocean floor, worth
billions in value and treasure.
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5% of the world lives in the U.S., but
Americans consume about 37% of
cocaine in the world.
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A Muslim family that saved Jews during the
Holocaust was saved by Jews during the
genocide in Bosnia.
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A mysterious lake, over 10m deep,
appeared overnight in the Tunisian desert.
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WTF fun fact #%H%0

Our genes show that we all share a male
ancestor that is called Y-Chromosomal Adam.
He lived approximately 208,300 years ago.
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A blind American man who taught himself to navigate
using echolocation. His hobbies include hiking and
mountain-biking, and he has now trained over 500

students in his 'tongue-click’ technique.
(Daniel Kish)
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WTF fun fact #1659
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